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would probably, with the aid of Ney, have disposed completely
of him.

Even with his adversary's scheme laid bare before his
eyes, Bennigsen risked much in marching on Jonkowo,
instead of on Liebstadt.* Till he was well past the latitude
of Guttstadt, he was in the most imminent peril of being cut
from Koenigsberg, and driven on the Frisches-Haff. In
favour of his delay, it must be said that he was apparently
influenced by a loyal desire to give Lestocq time to rejoin
him on his right. Even at Eylau, Davout's attack very nearly
drove the Russians off the Koenigsberg road. Napoleon's
expressed hopes of piercing the hostile centre, driving one
half on the Niemen, and the other on the Vistula and Frisches-
Haff, failed completely; yet it was one of his boldest and
best-conceived schemes.f It has not attracted such general
attention as the march on TJlrn or on Jena, because it
failed, whilst they succeeded. In conception it equalled
them; in execution it failed, chiefly, if not wholly, through
the contretemps in connexion with Bernadotte. One result
of the campaign was to cause the Emperor to transfer his
advanced base to the middle and lower Vistula, and his main
line of communications from the Posen-Warsaw road to that
of Thorn, f

* Bennigsen " saw the impossibility of continuing at Jonkowo, and regretted
his movement from Mohrungen, since he now had to retire in presence of an
enemy, and General Lestocci's corps was exposed to imminent hazard " (Wilson,
p. 91).

t '* In these campaigns I saw more, I understood more, I learnt more of war
than I had in my preceding campaigns, and even than I did in those which
I saw afterwards. Napoleon owed there nothing to chance. Everything was
arranged and foreseen. He did not seek to conquer only, or to invade; ho
sought to surpass a great warrior who had operated before him m those countries.'*
w I have studied Napoleon on other theatres, but it is in this campaign that
he seemed to me greatest, the man born a general, calculating calmly what
was possible, difficult, or impossible. The last he left to the enemy; from the
others he derived his own advantage and glory " (Comeau, pp. 228, 290).

J Writing to Daru on the 12th February, he says that the line of communi-
cation will now pass through Thorn, not Warsaw (Com 11,804).